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FRIDAY, JULY 30, 1875,

The Black Death s liting ite horeid
front in the inr East onee more.

Chiet Clerk Avery of the Treasury De.
partment has resigned.

dition ot spring
g(‘.lht-l‘ ut nbout 82 per cent, of an nver-
nge. The winter wheat including Cali-
fornin averages 74 and spring wheat 96,
The spring whenat States in the Northwaest
and Northeast are gencerally in a high
condition of a whent ern. The South,
Atlantic and Gulf States are generally
above the avernge, but in the Middle

The parizh of Felieiann, La., is the seenn
of u new infilicity between the races,

coast, nnd is raging with great vivulenee
4t Barranens.

. .
The taxable wealth of the city is pret
evenly divided between German  and
American property holders.

Gold in still Inrger quantities tonnd in
oo Black Hills, Miners flogking in rapid-

We retnen our _:;i'l\'lln“'iwl'_:lll!‘nlw to
Governor Hardin lor his eommission ns an
honorary member of the State Centennial
Commission.

A high price tor breadstufts and no
market lor cotton will tend growtly Lo
make the prosperity  of the North  and
Sonth wrain anfortunately uneqgual,

The promise of the British eapitalists to
Sonthern eotton growers ot a profitable
market for the panper products ol Eng-
and is one of the bates of the ree teade
Inague.

The money panie created in Now Yok
oy the fuilure of the immense house of
Dunean Sherman & Co., of which mer-
tion was made in onr telegraphic column
vesterday, will not unhikely result ns  dis.
astriously ns did that of nearly two yvears
ago,

The horrible details ot the Mountain
Meadow DMuassacre continue to unfold
themselves to the world through the trial
of John D. Lee, the Mormon Bishop. at
Beaver, Utah. The evidence seems to
poidt conclusively to the fuct that Brigham
Young was a party to and directed the
hloody enormity.

State authorities that the reports of Gen-
¢ral Bingham, which the newspaprrs
bave thus far published, will be notice 10
all the world ot the worthlass charactur
of the certificates they condemn. To ob-
tain money on them renders the person
obtaining It liable to prosecution for ob-
taining money by Ialse representations.

Ot all the service claims for which the
iate Acting Paymastor-General issued cer-
tificates of indebtedness that haye been
examined by Adjutant-General Bingham
not one has been found to be snstained by
proots in the Adjutant-General's office,
or valid in any respect. In theissue of
the certificates, if General Bingham is
right, there was n total disregard of any
restrictions on his power by the officer
issuing them. In other words, falsc cer-
lificates were issued for every claim that
has been thus far examined. We are told
however, that this is an offence which the
statute does not describe or punish, We
eanuot think the law so lame as this,
Parties guilty of lighter offences
are suflering “*durance vile" in the hated
zarb of a convict. What other and worse
was Bill Tweed’s offence, for which he
now languishes on Blackwell’s Island ?

A piece of criticism in which the Joun-
NAL indulged a few days since has very
evidently been misunderstood. Like ey-
ery other man, perhaps, the person whose
acts we criticised because they were open
to eriticism, has his enemies. They mis-
took our meaning. They supposed we
were umting with them in their war upon
him, and they have poured in upon us in-
tormation regarding his past acts, tor fur-
ther points vpon him. We are not of
those who live in the dead past, With
the ever living present is ns much as we
can find time and opgortunity to deal. We
have no war to make upon any one. It
is within the eapacity ot every man to re-
pent and abandon a wrong. It is the part
of a publie journal in this country to ex-
pose and treely criticise the errors of onr
officers and servants, and it is only where
they refuse to listen to the words of the
trath and right and dely the publie con-
science that they call upon their heads the
inexorible eensures of the press sustained
by the popular voice.

Wheat has shot up in the past fow days
in Eastern murkets at an unlooked for
rate. It is regarded by somc as a specus
lative advance. But when it is consider-
ed that almost the entire wheat crop of
Europe has been destroyed by the unpre-
cedented floods that have enveloped the
country we may safely inter that the ad-
vance is a legitimate and pormanent one,
The reports from Washington of the re-
turns as to tho erop in this country may
also be taken into account as justilying
competitive prices, They ghow the con-

States the conditon is very low, New
| York vangine down to 45, West of the
| Alleghnpies the prospect is hotter, the
| State averagoes being between 71 and 95,
Calitornia veports winter wheat at 76,
i Ohlo 71, Towp 05,

ein Bingham, of which we made mention
yesterday, this morning o tull, 1t makes
publie tirther discoveries of fraud in the
Militia Certificates of Tndebtedness by the
late Acting Pay Master Guenernl j—adds
200,000 to the enormons volume of ille-
gally uttered, frandulentand unanthorized
serip with wh'eh unprineipled sharpers
may viciimize an unwary public.  Since
the first discovery ol thoe issne of these
frandulent cert'fieates we haye been look-
ing patiently lor some step or other on the
part of the anthorities of the State to pros
teet the public against imposition by their
sule or tramsler for value, and towards
bringing ail persons implicated m their
issue to justice. As yet we have seen no
move by either the excentive or any of his
subordinates in that divection. We think
it Wigh time, if any good is to resut iiom
General Bingham's investigntion, that
steps ol this kind were taken. The cer-
tifieates onght to be recovered and cancei-
led. It is nseless lor officers to aver their
inability or want of authovity to act in the
premises.  The Conyention is at hand to
confer authority to aet if' it does not exist.
Certamlygno morstrous abuse of such a
chncter should continue unchecked pad
uncorrected.

OUR FINANCES.

From the reports of the various banks
ol the city, showing their condition, re-
spectively, on the first of the month, we
compile the following statement of

THE BANKING CATITAL OF THE CITY !

Capital stock paid in

National bank notés.. g

Surplns and profits.........  02,007.05
Time anid demand deposlts. 76,130.685
Individual deposits......... 234,080.00

INVESTMENTS.

United States honds ........2125,000.00
Premiums patd...ooeiinees ««  11.806.25
Real estate, farniture, ete.. £,700.60
Other stocks, ete. weassss 18,567.00
Expense account.,, oo D000
Redemption fund U, 8, Tr'y.  5.685.00
Cash due from reserve ag'ts 40,521,10
Cash due from other banks, $4,801.53
Cnsh, legnl tender notes.... 81,307.00
Cash, other items...... 25,200.50
Loans and discounts,....... 333,850,358
— E030,007.50

By this statement, in an aggregate
form, of the banking capital of the city
on the first of July, amounting to $639,-
007.30, it will be seen that over half,
$1331,850.38, was invested in loans and
discounts, individual paper and State
warrants, in what proportion we do not
know ; £136,8(:6.85 in TInited States bonds
and premiums ; $13,5667.90 in other stocks,
with £180,911.53 available cash, and $23,-
072.24 other unproductive investments,
On the whole it will be found a useful
study,and to dem'nstrato that the financial
status of the city is remarkakly sound
and propitious.

Many of our citizens are yielding up
all hope, energy and activity to the genc: -
al depression that prevails the country.
They despair of a restoration of former
vilues, or ol again seeing the time when
property of any kind will command a re-
munerative price. Farms for which fifty
dollars an acre was refosed a few years
ngo will not sell to-day for three—larms
that ave every whit as valuable, better
improved and more accessible to market.
Manutacturing industries that a short vime
since were a fortune in themselves arc
to-day utterly worthless. Occupations
that communded munificent returns are
entively gone and destroyed, There is
prostration everywhere, prosperity no-
where; upathy everywhere, energy and
activity nowhere, as ot old. Throughout
the country to-day the struggle is for
bread. All other anxicties and ambitions
nre absorbed in that alone., The idea of
accumulating is foreign to almost every
thonght in the minds of the masses. 1t
they save what they bave and earn a liveli-
hood they are considered fortunate. This
is discouraging to the last degree, and
the eager question of every honest heart
is, must such a state of things continne?
And how long? Where and what is the
remedy? Politicians have a ready an-

ple. It is useless to tell them that more
money would furnish the remedy so long
as in the great money centers of the
country it goes n begging at two per cent.
per apnum for its use. Some wiser phy-
sician than the ordinary politician is
necded in making the discovery of a pan-

ard winter wheat hv-‘

We publish the report of Adjutant Gen- J

swer, But it ails in satisfying the peo- |

— |

neea for these ills.  Indeed 8 sometimes
uppenrs that the hand of providence alone
can bring rellef and restore lpmsperltf,
and then only by a mighty miracle. In

the meantime we watch and wait.

EXTORTION BY LAW.
To Whom it May Conecern;

In order to save n large amount ot cor-
respondence, I desire to say through the
columns of the JoURNAL to those who
pmd “commutation taxes” under the laws
ol 1863 :

1. That & memorial reciting the faects
and containing fair and fall reterences to
the law ‘ot the case, has been presented
to proper committees at two different ses-
sions of the Genernl Assembly, and more
recently to the Constitational Convention.

2. That these bodies have refused to
take any action upon the matter at nll;
and have unitormly songht to kill the
measure in committee for the purpose of

{ preventing any fair dizenssion of it, snd

for the purpese of preventing it from ne-
quirine any puhlicity.

3. ‘L ae veason for this course ot action
on the vart ol the General Assembly has
been (1 velieve) to keep the publie press
from disenssing the quession, to keep pub-
lic attention from veing dirceted to it;
und to *squeleh™ all propositions looking
to the restitution of your stolen money
until after a *Ring"” might be organized
and proper arrangements made for *‘the
divicion of the spoils® between yoursclves
and your *“‘honorable" legislators., i
there i any other valid renson lor said ac-
tion than this I haye not been able to dis-
cover it.

4. No competent person who has ever
examined the subject has ane‘ doubt of
Your complete legal and equitable right
and title to recover the money extorfed
Irom vou as **‘commutation tnxes.”

5, The plea of “Retrenchment and Re-
form"™ put up by manv members of the
General Assembly asan excuse for re-
fusal to uid you in getting justice trom
the State, is merelv a lic on its face. The
snme set that uswd it passed “The Eads’
Bill;” “The Hannibal & St. Joe. Bond
Bill ! The Niedner Bill'; and others,not,one
ol which possessed a tithe of the legal or
equitable merit of your claims for your
own money which was grabbed by the
State.

6. That the action ot the General As-
sembly in persistently violating their
vaths ol office by refusing to organize a
court in which claims against the State
might be adjudicated asthe econstitution
required them to do. and in contumacious-
ly asserting and exercising judicial func-
tions in regard to all such debts, conclu-
sively proves that the legislature has re-
tained its usurped pover to pass upon
such claims only tor the sake ot what the
venal members of that bedy can make
out of such claims when presented. The
unconstitutional and dishonorable exer-
cise of judicial lunctions by the General
Assembly is the very life-blood of its in-
famous lobby ; and there is no use in ly-
ing or whining about it on the part of any
member ol that body.

7. Your Constitutional Convention
seems 80 far disposed to follow in the
footsteps of the General Assembly, and
to leave the legislature in possession ot
the power to sitasa judge and jury, tak-
ing testimony and allowing ‘‘claims
against the State,” and thus keeping open
the door for liaud and corruption, instead
ol passing an organic act for the oreation
of acourt lor the adjudieation of such
clanns, as honesty, and even decency.
would require it to do.

8. That so far as the collection ol an
debt which Missourl owes to a citizen is
concerned, “‘the justice of the State” is a
yvendible commodity; it is trafficked lor
between the members of the House and
the members ot the lobby, in dram-shops
and back-rooms every winter; it is ex-
posed lor sale in the lobby ; and any citi-
zen who presents an honest *'claim against
the State,” relying upon the merits of his
claim alone withont the aid of a *‘slush-
fund” wherewith to buy justice, is regard-
ed as an ass by your “honorable” repre-
sentatives, and 18 sure to be *‘snubbed”
by even the silliest and softest-hearted
cub among them, if he has been “a mem-
ber" long enough to learn the practice of
larceny under the name of ‘“legislation,”
and the true intent and meanmng of the
exercise of judicial functions by the State
legislature; and it is a lesson quickly
learned.

9. That this disgraceful condition of
things does not of course mean that all of
the members of the legislature are venal
and dishonest; it only means the familiar
fact that honest men will differ, and that
whenever they shall have divided upon
any proposition involving the adjudication
of a debt, there are enough of the venal
kind, who appreciate no argninent except
“'Greenbacks," to carry the question either
way, and these people remain *‘unde-
cided™ until they are “'seen” by somebody
belong}ng to the lobby.

10. This infamy attaches to no particu-
lar party as sach; it will continne and
thrive so long as the Gencral Assembl
continues to usurp and exercise judicial
functions as to debt due by the State.

11, 'That if the State of Missouri owed
God on a contract, she would not pay the
debt unless the apostles shonld apoear in
the lobby with a bribe in their hands.

12. That there arc two courses left by
which il may be possible to recoyer the
money of which the State jay-hawked

ou. The first and most honorable would

e to make the Fayment of your claim an
issue in the next election, and handle the
thirty or forty Jthousand votes which you
can control 8o ns to deleat every candi-
dute who reluses Lo give proper pledges
in the premises. The other course would
be to contribute a certain per centage of
your clnims in order to raise a tund where-
with to buy the next General Assembly.
From the best inlormation I can get by
two years of close and quiet observation,
I suppose that the vendible votes necessa-
ry for your purpose would cost you about
two per cent. ou the face value of your
receipts. You will have no difienlty ia
finding competeat agents to make the pur-
chase for yon. I am notin.

13. I state these fucts [however de-
grading to the pride ol Missourinns they
may be] simply to inform_the large num-
ber of citizens who placed their **commu-
tation tax receipts” in my hands for col-
lection of the reason why they have not
been collected. If the facts stated have
any politieal significance 1 am not aware
of it. Hoping the convention might give
some fair and manly consileration to the
questions involved, | presented to that
body, throngh Mr.Roberts, o Bu:hanan,
A memorial setting forth the law and the
fucts upon which your olaims rest. This
body referred the memorial to a judiciary
committee, without reading it, in order
to smother your right, although some of
the delegates had sufficient intormation oa
the subject to know that not only o con-
siderable amount of money, but also the
honor of the State, is involved in the mat.
ter. I addressed a note to Washington
Adams (whom these tax-payers aided in
muking ajudge ot the supreme Court)
the chuirman of the Judiciary Committee
ol the Convention, which will be heard
trom I suppose—waen (if over) n *ring"
hull have been organized and a lobbys
supplied with money to purchase for yon
some fwr and decent regard for your
rights. Itis properior you all to under-
stand that your *‘representatives" cure as
much for your interests as they do for
those o any other beasts ot burden, and
that any *‘claims" you may have against
the State are fiv subjects lor jeers and
laughter until you shall come lone feren-
{rs—able to buy jostice.

Very Respectiully,
ATHAN C. Kouxs.

A NMAMMOTH PROJECT.

A letter in the Globe-Democrat of the
27th instant dated at Des Moines, Iowa,
on the 26th profesees to reveal the exist-
ence of a *‘gigantic combination or part-
nership” between Western Granges and
British manulacturers by which they pro-
pose to establish **a direct trade or ex-
change with English prodocers or manu-
facturers,” and thus, undermine and
overthrow all Western manufactaring 1n-
terests for the building up of their own,
The combinntion or partnership is said to
have assumed the form’ ol an assoclation
to be known us the Mississippl Valley
Trading Coxmpany. Itisto have n capi-
tal of $25,000,000. The association 15 to
have two branches; one in each céuntry,
which is to have absolute control of the
funds or stock that each subscribes, The
English members of the company num-
ber 500,000, have 1.000 stores, G0 cotton
spinning mills, 20 flonring mills, and a
large number of manulactories, all of
which are to be employed in manuafactur-
ing for the branch of the company in this
country. In this country the association
is to consist of Mississippi Valley Grang-
es, to be employed in producing grain,
wool, colton, ete., for the English branch
of the company. To what extent the
gravges of the West have entered into
the combination doas not appear.

In fact the whole story sounds like the
product of a diseased imag*aation;of a
distorted farcy excited by foolish fears.
The impracticability of such a scheme is
visible upon its face. Thoungh in the des-
perntion of British trae-trade.s there is no
telling to what stiaits they are not driven,
or to what extremities they will not re-
sort to sustain their failing fortunes.

The scheme eontemplates the establish-
ment of British warehonses and British
agencies in every Grange district in the
West, It contemplates a direct inter-
change and exchange ol the cotton, wool,
wood, and other fabiics of English facto-
ries for the products of the Mississippi
Valley. It contemplates supplying the
farmers of this highly favored region with
the cheap labor ot Europe. It contem-
plates supplanting our ciiizen merchants
with English commercial ngencies and
the subversion of every home industry ot
the West to the tyranny of the pauper
lnbor of Great Britain, It contemplates
oppression by the most gigantic and re-
morseless monopoly that ever ground a
people to the earth.

As a means of the snccessful organiza-
tlon and execuiion of the scheme divect
transportation is made essential. Through
Eads’ jetties this is to be accomplished.

Wild and extravagaat‘as the proposi-
tion is, it still [has its plausibilities, TIts
possibi ities are at least enough to awaken
the apprehensions of all whose welfare is
imvolved in the manvfacturing and remun-
erative Jabor interests of the country,

Thé following are some of the questions
the English managers submit to the Amer-
ican Executive Committee. They 'are
supposed to bo designed to elicit infor-
mation for a basis of operations:

4. Btate what English manufactures are
used in your neighborhood, and where
they ore now purchased at wholesale ; and
give prices at retail and wholesale, if
possible.

6. Do you think a well conducted cum-
pany, with abundant capital, conld con-
stantly dispose ot English goods so as to
msure outward freight to the Mississippi?

9. What amount of British capital conld
be salely invested in gour district, at
what interest, and on what security ?

12. Are thore nuy persons in your dis-
trict who could employ white form or any
other serrants and laborers, and, il so. at

what wages?

and send tor numbers of servants in one
Jynment, who could live near each vther?

These queries appear harmless enough
in themselves, and but for the dangerouns
abject of them, as alleged, could not be
condemned as mischievous,

~ KANSAS.
Newrtox, Ks., July 22, 1875.

Altec having suffered from drouth and

chinch bugs and had the remainder ol
their erops taken by the locusts in 1874,
and wintering, in part, on the bounty of
neighboring States, there was never, per-
haps, a happier set of farmers than are
now those along the lineof the A, T. &
8. Fe R. R. Never had a farming com-
munity more oceasion lor rejoicing or
thanklulness, than have the larmers in the
Cottonwood aud Arkansas valleys, With-
out execepiion, in field and garden, their
crops so far ns harvested, yiell largely,
and those that are growing could not look
better.  The threshers are now busy, und
the prospect 18, that most of the small
grain will be fully secured without injury
from wet weather, of which there has
been more than the lmners desired to see
during the last three weeks. For all the
way up the Arkansas valley to the moun-
tuins, there have been heavy rains, and,
in consequence, the Arkansas riyer, al-
though within its banks, is higher than
white settlers have ever before known it
to be

Wheat is alveady coming into market,
and is selling at 75¢. It is believed that
it cannot remain at this low figure. Three
grain warehouses have been erected here
since the harvest, and n fourth isto be.
The railrond is laying a switeh track
alongside. One of these louses will be
occupied by Whiting & Co., of Lee's Sum-
mit, Mo., an indication that Kansasis to
be the Egypt, this year, tor that portion
of Missouri.

Oats are wow selling at 88c., but will be
lower, probably 25c. All kinds of sea-
sonable vegetables are now plenty. From
wagons polatoes sell here at G0e., at retail
80e. ; turmips 25 to 40e.

1 learn that a flouring mill is being erec-
ted at Great Bend. Until the pro
mill has been erected at Larned—not like

the frontier mill along the line ot this
road in Kansas. Now there are flouring
mills at all the principal towns along the
Coltonwood and Arkansas valley to *‘the
Bend," excepting this place—at Emporla,
Cottonwood Falls, Florence, Peabody,
Halstead, Hutchinson, Pence, and Great
Bend, There are mills also at Ledgwich
City (in this county) and Wichita, on the
south branch of this road. And three
mills are in course o1 ereetion on the Lit-
tle Arkansas, besides the one already at
Halstend, all within a few milesof the
Iatter place. So Harvey county is not be-
hind her neighbors.

The bridge noross the Arkansas at
Peace, Rice county, is finished; and the
one at Larned is progrossing, but not rap-
idly, owing to the high water. Tt will be
cross-able in a tew weeks

About thirty miles ot track have been
laid beyond Granada. It has already en-
tered the cowntry where crops are raised
by irrigation, and where, I understand,
the yield of wheat is good and corn and
other crops are promising.

The effort of the K. P. R. R. Company
to have the A., T. & 8. Fe R. R. enjoined
from extending its track from Las Ani-
mas to Pueblo, has failed. Therefore, as
soon ns the road has been completed to
Las Animas—to be done August 15th—it
will push right on to Pueblo, and proba-
bly reach there by the first of November,
as the gradinz is mostly donn.

One of the objects I have in view in
spending my time in this reglon, is to
avoid a humid and sultry atmosphere, b
during the last two woeks I have no
quite succeeded, ns there has been about
as much cloudy as clear weather, and
frequent showers. And there has been
less motion in the air than Ihave ever no-
ticed here in the same length of time,

This morning I met a citizen who is nl-
ways afllicted with asthma in a humid at-
mosphere, and for two or three weeks he
has suffered severely, although during his
residenen here of over a year and a hall
he has, until recently, enjoyed almost per-
fect health, He left the State of New
York, and aiterwards northérn Missouri,
because his aflliction unfitted him for bu-
giness there, Perhups he will have to
move up one or two thousand feet higher,
say to Dodge City or Granada. Another
vitizen here, similarly troubled, has ocea-
sionally to go to Granada to clear up his
pipes. He goes up with a distressing
whistle, stays a few days, and comes back
comfortable and resomes his business.
Just now he is all right. Asarule those
afilicted with nsthma, bronchitis or the jn-
cipient forms of phthisis, in the lower al-
titudes and a more humid atmosphere, are

greatly improved by a residence here,
More anon.

Apans Peasoor,

13. Would neighborhnods elub tozether

ly to be done till next year—this will be .




